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Frankfort resident receives
environmental fellowship

Lauwren Trauoi
Editar

Frankfort resident Kam Mever
Kumirez is pood 10 go — green.

The Franklor, resident was
ecently mamed a recipient of
oonew mational fellowship de-
sipmed to advance 1he work of
mei v aduals with outstanding po-
fewilesl Lo help shape a brghier
eaviroreenial fonee,

Hamires 15 one of only 40
peaple selected from competi-
i s nationwide for the Topether-
Carewn Conservation Leadership
Prurerans, pﬂ.ﬂ of 4 new conser-

varbioar imitiative of the Natioeal
Amlubon Society with support
Ty Toyota,

Fellvws  teceive  specialized
anting i conservation plan-
g g execution, the chance
e work and share best practices
with pified comservation profes-

sionals, and assistance with proj-
et outrezch and evaluation. Each
Fellow will also receive $10,000
towards a community-focused
project o engage local residents
in conserving land, water and en-
ergy, and contributing 1o greater
environmental health.

Ramirez will focus her effors
on the Midewin Bobolinking
Project, The project will en-
gage young adults from local
high schools and community
based organizations in steward-
ship and biological monitoring
projects at Midewin MNational
Tallgrass Prairic in Wilmington,
llingis — making them all pan
of the conservalion solution.
The project will accomplish this
theough a series of workshops,
ficld experiments and restora-
tion workdays, The project will
ensure that everyone in the com-
munity leams about this unique

fhitat. She will mentor com-
mutity members in ecological
monitoring projects, equipping
thern with new  skills, open-
ing their eyes (o the nature and
wildlife that exists in their own
backyard, and collecting data
thut can create belter manage-
imwnt practices ot Midewin. By
CNCOUFBZING COMMUNILY mem-
bers 10 become environmental
stewards, Ramirez is helping
prestect Midewin and the wild-
hife that depends 'on il now and
fir the future,

Hamirez, currently a graduste
student at Governors University,
has been involved in conserva-
L effors for twoe decades and
has proven o he a dedicated and
innovative conservationist, Inher
previous position, as a teaching
assistant she assistod with couwrses
in soclogy, environmental physi-
olopy, and botany, among ofh-
ers, bringing her love of nature
inio the ciassroom. Eamirer also
voluatesrs al Midewin as well as
Sweet Fem Savanna Land and
Water Reserve, Bartel Grassland
and Orland Park Grassland, re-
storing habital and monitoring
bird populations.

“Kim i5 the kind of person who
can make a real difference in the
health of our eavironment and
the quality of our future,” said
Audubon President John Flicker,
“Each of our TogetherGireen Fel-
lews demonstrates  cxceplional
caviremmental  understanding
and commitment, combined with
tromendous potential o anspare
and lead others. Together, they
represent the talented and diverse
fesdership  the  environmental
comununity will need 1o iackle
the huge challenges and oppertu-
nities confronting vs now and in
the years to come,

“The outcomes of this project
will be two-fold,” said Eamirez.
“Dara collected by participanis
will result in better ecological
management pracices for grass-
land birds = and will increase
community engagement in bird
habit conservation, building fur-
ther support for restoration ef-
forts a1 Midewin.”

Ramirey has been affiliated
with Governors University since
2006. Half of the Together-
Green fellows come from within
Aundubon’s far-reaching national
network; half channel their envi-
ponmental effons through other
orgAnizalions.

Ramirez will receive a Masters
degree in environmental biology
from Governors State Univer-
sity in 2009 and currcntly has a
Masters degree in public health
from Tulane University School
of Pabdie Health and Criopical
Medicine. She has worked with
the Peace Corps in Honduras 1o’
improve environmental educa--
tion and with Fulures Group [n-
temational to improve women's
reproductive health, -

“Toyoa believes in the power
of grassroots efforts 1o develop’
the environmental leaders of
tomorrow,” said Patricia Salas
Pineda, Group Vice President,
Toyota Moator North America.
“These 40 TogetherGreen Fel-
fows will receve invaluable
training for the future while im-
mediately making a difference
today with on-the-ground com-
munity projects.”

A complete list of the 2008
TogetherGreen fellows can be
found a1 www. TogetherGireen,

orpliellows,
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