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communitynotes

Grant for conservation

AFrankiort womanis the
recipient of a new national
fellowship designed to ad-
vance the work of individu-
als with outstanding
potential to help shape a
brighter environmental fu-
ture.

Kim Meyer Ramirez is
one of only 40 people select-
ed from competitors nation-
wide for the TogetherGreen
Conservation Leadership
Program, part of a new con-
servation initiative of the
National Audubon Society
with support from Toyota.
Fellows receive specialized
training in conservation
planning and execution, the
chance to work and share
best practices with gifted
conservation professionals,
and assistance with project
outreach and evaluation.
Each fellow also will receive
$10,000 towarc a commu-
nity-focused prcject £y en-
gage local residents in
cons rving land, water and
energy, and contributing to
greater environmental
health.

Ramirez will focus her ef-
forts onthe Midewin Bobo-
linking Project. The project
will engage young adults
fromlocal high schools and
community-based organiza-
‘tions in stewardship and
‘biological monitoring proj-
ects at Midewin National
Tallgrass Prairie in Wilm-
ington, making them all
part of the conservation so-
lution. The project will ac-
complish this through a
series of workshops, field
experiments and restora-
tion workdays. The project
will ensure that everyone in
the community learns about
this unique habitat. She will

mentor community mem-
bers in ecological monitor-
ing projects, equipping
them with new skills, open-
ing their eyes to the nature
and wildlife that exists in
their own backyard, and
rollecting data that can cre-
ate better management
practices at Midewin. By
encouraging community
members to become envi-
ronmental stewards,
Ramirez is helping protect
Midewin and the wildlife
that depends on it now and
for the future.

Ramirez, currently a
graduate student at Gover-
nors University, has been
involved in conservation ef-
forts for two decades and
has proven to be a dedicated
and innovative conserva-
tionist. In her previous posi-
tion as ateaching assistant,
she assisted with coursesin
zoology, environmental
physiology and hotany,
among others, bringing her
love of nature into the class-
room. Ramirez also volun-
teers at Midewin as well as
Sweet Fern Savanna Land
and Water Reserve, Bartel
Grassland and Orland Park
(Grassland, restoring habi-
tat and monitoring bird pop-
ulations.

“Kim is the kind of person
who can make a real differ-
ence inthe health of our envi-
ronment and the quality of
our future,” said Audubon
President John Flicker. “Each
of ourTogetherGreen fellows
demonstrates exceptional en-
vironmental understanding
and commitment, combined

with tremendous potential to
inspire and lead others. To-
gether, they represent the tal-
ented and diverse leadership

the environmental commu-
nity will need to tackle the
huge challenges and opportu-
nities confronting us now and
in the years to come.”

“The outcomes of this proj-
ect will be two-fold,” said
Ramirez. “Data collected by
participants will result in bet-
ter ecological management
practices for grassland birds
and will increase community
engagement in bird habit con-
servation, building further
support for restoration efforts
at Midewin.”

Ramirez has been affiliat-
edwith Governors University
since 2006. Half of the To-
getherGreen fellows come
from within Audubon’s far-
reaching national network;
half channel their environ-
mental efforts through other
organizations.

Ramirezwillreceive amas-
ter’s degree in environmental
biology from Governors State
University in 2009 and cur-
rently has a master’s degree
in public health from Tulane
University School of Public
Health and Tropical Medi-
cine. She hasworked with the
Peace Corps in Honduras to
improve environmental edu-
cation and Constella Futures
Group International to im-
prove women'’s reproductive
health.

“Toyota believes in the
power of grass-roots effortsto
develop the environmental
leaders of tomorrow,” said Pa-
tricia Salas Pineda, groupvice
president, Toyota Motor
North America. “These 40
TogetherGreen fellows will
receive invaluable training for
the future while immediately
making a difference today
with on-the-ground commu-
nity projects.”



